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Elsevier Introduction

House of Elzevir in 1580
By Lodewijk Elzevir

Research Intelligence



Main aim
• I don't know where to find 

literature

• I don't know what worth to 

read, too many articles

• I don't know how to read 

them effectively and 

summarize what I've read

• How to extract ideas for my 

study

Database use tips – make searching more efficiently by locking in 

the core content and big data tool for choosing research topic
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Scopus doesn’t contain full text…

Scopus contains titles, keywords, abstracts and references. Focus on discovery of literatures

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science?_ob=HomePageURL&_method=userHomePage&_lg=Y&_acct=C000000593&_version=1&_urlVersion=0&_userid=964951&md5=220f96535fd2655fa9614c62bdcf2ce3
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Related 
documents

2017

2020

2010

• Go broader

2021

2022

Citing 
documents

2023

• Go latest

2021

Reference

1993
1991

1998

• Go deeper

Advantage of abstract and citation database



Scopus is the largest abstract and citation database of peer-
reviewed literature of the world

全球
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How to achieve the aim

• Scopus search - a key step in topic discovery

✓ How to quickly “lock” critical literature

✓ Comprehensive understanding the target research topic 

• Scopus quick tips

✓ One-click follow the latest developments and leading 

scholar in your research area automatically

• Academic ChatGPT – Scopus AI
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Scopus search 
- a key step in topic discovery
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Case: Sleeping Beauty Literature Discovery

The concept of "Sleeping Beauty" literature in science is a quantitative 

description of the phenomenon of delayed recognition in the field of 

sociology of science from the perspective of bibliometrics, which refers to 

the fact that the number of citations of the literature in a long period of 

time after the publication of the literature is zero or very few citations, as if 

it is "sleeping", and after a point of time, suddenly high citations, as if it is 

awakened, and the literature that has a role in the awakening is often 

referred to as the "prince" of the literature.



Scopus Home Search Page

www.scopus.com
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Scopus Search Strategies-Search operators & retrieval rules

A  And BA OR B A And not B

A BA BA B

AND Results to include all terms and terms may be far apart.

OR Results must include one or more of the terms

And not To exclude specific terms

Wildcards “?” Replace one letter in a search term. e.g. ”Transplant?” returns results containing “Transplants”

Wildcards “*” Replace any letter in a search term. e.g. “transplant*” returns results containing “transplant, 

transplanted, transplanting….”

“” Loose/approximate phrases search. e.g. "heart attack" searches for documents where heart attack 

appear together in the title, abstract, or keywords.

{} Exact phrases search. e.g. {health care?} returns results such as: Who pays for health care?

https://cn.service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/15933/supporthub/scopus/#tips
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Advanced Search 

Words: “Sleeping Beaut*” OR “Delayed Recognition” OR “Resisted Discover*” OR “Premature Discover*” 

OR “Mendel syndrome”

Field：Title Abstract Keywords

Subject Areas：Social Science（SOCI）、Decision Sciences（DECI）
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Search Result

297 documents, What to look for first
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Quickly “lock” critical literature: look at reviews
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18 review literature is provided:

• The current status, level and trend of relevant research in this research area 

internationally

• Reveal the origin and evolution of theories

• Tell you who is working on this topic, what level has been reached, what are 

the shortcomings and what direction is being developed.

Quickly targeting high-value piece: look at reviews
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Cited by (highest)

Quickly targeting high-value piece: look at highly cited paper
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Impact of a paper



One quick metric to evaluate： Field-Weighted Citation Impact (FWCI)

▪ 1 – World average

▪ FWCI>1，> world average citation level

▪ FWCI<1，< world average citation level

Subject: 

Physics and Astronomy:

General Physics and Astronomy

12.16

Year: 

2016

Average citation in 

2016 for this subject

FWCI=18/12.16 =1.48

Citation：
18

Type：
Article

Field-Weighted Citation Impact in SciVal indicates how the number of citations received by an entity’s publications compares with the 

average number of citations received by all other similar publications in the data universe: how do the citations received by this entity’s 

publications compare with the world average?
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Information of a paper

• Unique features in Scopus that help 

researchers discover research topics from a 

unique perspective 

• "SciVal Topics" are collections of documents 

that share a common, focused intellectual 

interest, such as research on a particular 

issue.

• Prominence Percentile reflects the current 

attention of the "Topic". The larger the value, 

the higher the level of interest.
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Investigation on the topic

• “Representative work”

• “Top authors”

• “Keyphrase analysis”
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How to read key paper

In 2004, Van Raan Anthony introduced the phenomenon of 

"Sleeping Beauty" in science, a term used to refer to 

literature that has been "asleep" for a long time and has 

suddenly gained a lot of attention (woken up by a "prince"), 

and for the first time proposed quantitative metrics to 

measure the phenomenon of "Sleeping Beauty".
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Based on critical literature - tracing of antecedent

3 reference:

Traces the origins of the research with 

reference to the basis...

Helps to understand the antecedent work, 

theoretical foundations
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Citing documents

416 Citing documents
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Citing documents

Highest cited 

416 Citing documents list

Follow-up Progress in Research:

Identification and Measurement of Sleeping Beauty Literature 

What a paper's citations actually measure

How to Scientifically Evaluate the Personal Impact of Scholars......

Learning ideas from others to 

inspire your own innovation
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Related Documents
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Comprehensive understanding the 
target research topic 
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Overview of results - analyze results
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Overview of a research question - Trend
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Overview of a research question 
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Scopus quick tips
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Tracking recent advances

Tracking the research question – Set search alert
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Tracking leading scholar 

By Author Search By Topical Area

Navigate to Author Profiles



Keep track of an Author

• Request author 

notifications when:

• New documents 

appear in Scopus

• Work receives 

new citations
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Researcher Discovery
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Academic ChatGPT – Scopus AI



Scopus AI Demo



Where to find more information: 
Learn and connect with us via the Scopus blog, newsletter, Twitter, infosite & more!

Scopus info site: elsevier.com/scopus

Newsletter

Blog.Scopus.com Twitter.com/Scopus Librarian toolkit

Scopus search tips short video（Chinese）
爱思唯尔Elsevier的个人空间_哔哩哔哩_bilibili

https://space.bilibili.com/499059961/channel/seriesdetail?sid=908283


Thank you

www.scopus.com

Q&A

现在就开始你的Scopus检索之旅吧！
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